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—Dr. Sonja John—

Love, adventure, drama—this book has it all. The author, Alexander Raju, offers his
readers at least two different vantage points to understand the dramatic story that
unfolds. It is mainly told from within the context of an Indian expat community at an
Ethiopian university. The reader arrives with George, the first person narrator, on
the Ethiopian soil and witnesses his experiences in finding out how things work in
a foreign land: finding a place to stay, buying groceries, making connections, even-
tually making friends, getting accustomed to some cultural differences and never
understanding others. The heroes, however, are an Indian couple separated through
this expat lifestyle.

George, a senior English literature professor, accepts a position at an
Ethiopian university. These are some of the obvious similarities to the author's
personal life. He's also an Orthodox Christian from India. Throughout the
book the reader wonders which of the moments lived, the irritations experi-
enced and the opinions expressed might be direct reflections from the author's
authentic experience in the Horn of Africa.

While her husband Rajesh tries to enhance his academic career at a distant
university, Geetha stayed behind in India. The story between the two is being told by
George who accepts a position at the same university as Rajesh. They become close
friends spending a lot of their social time together, going to dinners and for evening
walks. During these walks they philosophize and gossip a lot about what is happening
on campus. These observations are judged against their own background and what is
accepted and expected behavior in India.

Most irritations form around relationships and erotic love. The Indian pro-
fessors are astonished by student-teacher interactions that they compare to God-man
relationships. In a very authoritarian society, the father figures are never questioned
but always cherished. Irritated at first, they do come to like it towards the end of the
semester having gained a followership of subservient and loyal students, getting their
photos taken with them. However, authoritarian relationships are always unequal and
it becomes weird to the stranger's eye when erotic relationships cross these bound-
aries. During their walks, the Indian professors discuss incidents of their Ethiopian
colleagues harassing their young students of all genders.

They also discuss the perceived sex-life of their students and younger
Ethiopians: blow jobs in the bushes on campus, pre-marital sex, Ethiopian
women's ability to get pregnant somehow even when married to infertile hus-
bands and the assumptions that Ethiopian women like men with many wives.
They also mention that some Ethiopian women get children from multiple
partners with different nationalities. As a result, they perceive little respect for
single mothers or mothers with biracial children who are said to be labeled as
prostitutes and "public latrines".

They also come to notice that foreign men take advantage of local
women, hereby victimizing Ethiopian women and allowing them little agency.
Especially missionaries, who arrive under the mantle of humanitarian care and pre-
tend to be "saving souls" are criticized for their self-serving behavior when marry-
ing young Ethiopian women for their own pleasure. The many "sexually perverted”
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